
0:16 Vern Duke interviewed by Bea Cherniack December 12, 2008. No restrictions are on this interview.

 

0:26 Worked for Canadian Grain Commission previously Board of Grain Commission when he worked there

0:34 35 1/2 years career

 

0:48 1:53 3:07 Got started - first grain job was with the Federal Grain Company where worked in grain inspection end then the seed plant  worked there for 3 1/2 years

0:53 wrote exams to be accepted with CGC.

1:15 veteran had preference for jobs in grain trade

 

3:19 Time at CGC

 

2:05 stared in the mid 1950's  as GIA grain inspection assistant

3:39 did prepare samples for grading, clean according to specifications, pass clean portion with residue of sample to grain inspector for grading  -PROCEDURE FOR CLEANING GRAIN

4:09 tools used hand mill which sieve out larger material to arrive at a dockage in the grain,readily removable material

5:12 located in Grain Exchange Building at corner of Lombard and Rory  LOCATION

5:30 used a probe to sample grain in grain cars coming from the West.. 24 hours a day in Winnipeg

6:10 sampled also in TBay = purpose for Winnipeg sampling was to alert Thunder Bay elevators about the quality of grain coming into Thunder bay. They could segreate the cars by terminals. TBay could then bin grain faster -PURPOSE

7:58 dumping cars automatically sampled and taken to grain inspector at elevator and process sample

8:50 - NOISE

9:06 government arm of inspection - all companies had own grain inspection staff also grain appeal tribunal (final say)

10:24 grain appeal - chairman from board of grain commisioner along with inspectors

11:20 disputes on grain quality or reinspection

13:20 grain from farm to country elevator no. 2 30 farmers - all bin together accoding to grade

14:03 registered as go through the system - volume and quality to assist in sales

15:09 ship by ton 700 -800 bushels maybe 1 or 2 grades

15:56 lake vessels to eastern elevator and meet salties - grain could be from numerous boats and varied quality Canadian certificate final grain quality

17:15 main terminals down east - Baie Comeau, Three Rivers, Montreal could accomadate ocean going vessels

18:40 he went to Baie Comeau to represent grain commission - Cargill (American Co.) - had no idea of handling Canadian grain

19:53 retired in 1984

20:18 CHANGES/ Projects involved in

20:45 toured country with exhibits of grain and what he did

21:07 grain inspected at Churchill elevator from July to November - 2 seasons

21:55 Project - dryer damaged grain in country positions if they overheat the grain in the drying process, its detrimental to the milling and baking process of the wheat

22:30 involved in the identification of grain

23:07 infiltration of US wheats into Canada - inferior quality, feed level. Had to distinguish in order to grade grain correctly

24:07 visual inspection of grain grading expect weight per bushel, moisture content and purity

24:45 staff trained to do visual inspection, not many women inspectors

 

Why shift in grain

27:15 shift in grain WHY

27:24 market changed, no idea today

28:04 major grain sales thru east coast 

28:16 canola travels more east than west

 

Standards

28:55 hi standards and quality guarantee - assured buyer

30:27 volume vs quality 

 

31:00 CHANGES MAJOR

31:41 biggest changes - discontinued sampling of grain in winnipeg yards

32:00 eliminated sampling as passed through Winnipeg

33:24 empahised terminal operation - sent people to vancouver, victoria, prince rupert, lethbridge, edmonton, saskatoon - gov't elevators

36:00 rape seed (canola) - distinguish between had to train people for proper grading

37:18 had to crush seed in order to grade

 

USE SAME TECHNOLOGY TODAY

38:59 protein content - segregate wheat by protein content and  grade

39:50 sophisticated equipement not by lab testing, electrically

 

CHALLENGES

41:30 outside of basic grading, training the people was biggest challenge since it was visual experience

43:38 setting standards to guide industry

 

COURSES HAD TO TAKE

44:15 no written exams required to move up

44:40 mostly interviews, competed by levels 1,2 (grade wheat),3(supervisor)

45:58 he was level 7 and evaluated every year

47:48 identification - canada committee on grain quality -  scientists, grain quality laboratories, industry people - before grain came on market

 

GENERAL QUESTION - MOST VIVID MEMORIES/PEOPLE/STORIES

51:40 pleasure with co-workers, bosses. Gave him opportunities, chief inspectors

52:32 Jim Connacher, Charlie Hammond, Matt Ansley, Charlie Owen was his mentor in the variety end

52:55 acknowledge book on grain quality

 

QUESTION SHE SHOULD HAVE ASKED

54:23 chief inspector was his ambition, talks about various chief inspectors

57:49 he had responsibility for offices in Montreal, Toronto, Catham for Eastern grain, - corn soya beans, wheat

58:0  mould on red river wheat - cancelled deliveries - he was instrumental in this effort

 

Grain inspectors how many in Canada in his career

59:59 Winnipeg, Thunder Bay, Catham estimate 150 to 200 inspectors

1:01  wrote poem about being a grade inspector

BLOWIN NOSE

1:04:22 no memorabilia, has pictures 

1:05:51 possible  interviews Barry Woods, Frank Rowan (wheat board), Henry Fast, Matt Ainsley

 

Travelled to 

1:08:43 Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Russia, India, Morocco, France because he was a teaching grain commissioner

1:12:15 lentil quality - gave talk in Morocco
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